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amendment SA 1905 proposed by Mr. 
MCCONNELL to the bill H.R. 195, to 
amend title 44, United States Code, to 
restrict the distribution of free printed 
copies of the Federal Register to Mem-
bers of Congress and other officers and 
employees of the United States, and for 
other purposes; as follows: 

Strike ‘‘4’’ and insert ‘‘5’’ 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, I have 
9 requests for committees to meet dur-
ing today’s session of the Senate. They 
have the approval of the Majority and 
Minority leaders. 

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph 
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session 
of the Senate: 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 
The Committee on Armed Services is 

authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Thursday, January 18, 
2018, at 9:30 a.m., to conduct a hearing 
on the following nominations: Michael 
D. Griffin, of Alabama, to be Under 
Secretary for Research and Engineer-
ing, Phyllis L. Bayer, of Mississippi, to 
be an Assistant Secretary of the Navy, 
and John Henderson, of South Dakota, 
and William Roper, of Georgia, each to 
be an Assistant Secretary of the Air 
Force, all of the Department of De-
fense. 
COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN 

AFFAIRS 
The Committee on Banking, Housing, 

and Urban Affairs is authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Thursday, January 18, 2018, at 9:45 
a.m., to conduct a hearing entitled 
‘‘CFIUS Reform: Examining the essen-
tial elements.’’ 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

The Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation is author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Thursday, January 18, 2018, 
at 11 a.m., to conduct a hearing on the 
following nominations: Leon A. West-
moreland, of Georgia, to be a Director 
of the Amtrak Board of Directors, 
Barry Lee Myers, of Pennsylvania, to 
be Under Secretary of Commerce for 
Oceans and Atmosphere, Diana 
Furchtgott-Roth, of Maryland, to be an 
Assistant Secretary of Transportation, 
Brendan Carr, of Virginia, to be a 
Member of the Federal Communica-
tions Commission, James Bridenstine, 
of Oklahoma, to be Administrator of 
the National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration, and Ann Marie 
Buerkle, of New York, to be a Commis-
sioner, and to be Chairman, and Dana 
Baiocco, of Ohio, to be a Commissioner, 
both of the Consumer Product Safety 
Commission. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 

The Committee on Foreign Relations 
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Thursday, Janu-

ary 18, 2018, at 2 p.m., to conduct a 
hearing on the following nominations: 
Samuel Dale Brownback, of Kansas, to 
be Ambassador at Large for Inter-
national Religious Freedom, Richard 
Grenell, of California, to be Ambas-
sador to the Federal Republic of Ger-
many, Yleem D. S. Poblete, of Virginia, 
to be an Assistant Secretary 
(Verification and Compliance), James 
Randolph Evans, of Georgia, to be Am-
bassador to Luxembourg, Joel Danies, 
of Maryland, to be Ambassador to the 
Gabonese Republic, and to serve con-
currently and without additional com-
pensation as Ambassador to the Demo-
cratic Republic of Sao Tome and Prin-
cipe, Carlos Trujillo, of Florida, to be 
Permanent Representative of the 
United States of America to the Orga-
nization of American States, with the 
rank of Ambassador, and routine lists 
in the Foreign Service, all of the De-
partment of State. 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

The Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources is authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
Thursday, January 18, 2018, at 10 a.m. 
to conduct a hearing on the following 
nominations: Melissa F. Burnison, of 
Kentucky, to be an Assistant Secretary 
(Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Affairs), and Anne Marie White, of 
Michigan, to be an Assistant Secretary 
(Environmental Management), both of 
the Department of Energy. 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, 
AND PENSION 

The Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pension is author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Thursday, January 18, 2018, 
at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing enti-
tled ‘‘Reauthorizing the Higher Edu-
cation Act: Financial Aid Simplifica-
tion and Transparency.’’ 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, 
AND PENSION 

The Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pension is author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Thursday, January 18, 2018, 
at 12:30 p.m., to conduct a hearing sub-
committee assignments and on the fol-
lowing nominations: Mitchell Zais, of 
South Carolina, to be Deputy Sec-
retary, Kenneth L. Marcus, of Virginia, 
to be Assistant Secretary for Civil 
Rights, and James Blew, of California, 
to be Assistant Secretary for Planning, 
Evaluation, and Policy Development, 
all of the Department of Education, 
Patrick Pizzella, of Virginia, to be 
Deputy Secretary, Scott A. Mugno, of 
Pennsylvania, to be an Assistant Sec-
retary, Cheryl Marie Stanton, of South 
Carolina, to be Administrator of the 
Wage and Hour Division, and William 
Beach, of Kansas, to be Commissioner 
of Labor Statistics, all of the Depart-
ment of Labor, Brett Giroir, of Texas, 
to be Medical Director in the Regular 
Corps of the Public Health Service, and 
to be an Assistant Secretary of Health 
and Human Services, Barbara Stewart, 
of Illinois, to be Chief Executive Offi-

cer of the Corporation for National and 
Community Service, and other pending 
nominations. 

f 

GOVERNMENT FUNDING BILL 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
the House has sent us a bill that should 
be an easy ‘‘yes’’ vote for every Sen-
ator in this Chamber—an easy ‘‘yes’’ 
vote. This bill continues government 
funding, prevents a needless shutdown, 
and extends a key health insurance 
program for vulnerable children for 6 
years. Its content is bipartisan. There 
are no provisions that any of my 
Democratic friends oppose. It is a sim-
ple step that will let us continue bipar-
tisan talks without throwing the gov-
ernment into disarray for no reason. 

Americans are surprised this is even 
a debate. I don’t blame them. I share 
their surprise that some Democratic 
Senators see the prospect of a govern-
ment shutdown for more than 300 mil-
lion Americans, see a possible lapse in 
health coverage for 9 million vulner-
able American kids, and they have at-
tempted to hold all of that hostage 
until we resolve a nonimminent prob-
lem related to illegal immigration. 

The surprise is compounded for any-
one who listens to the public state-
ments of my Democratic colleagues 
and takes them at their word. Less 
than a week ago, the senior Senator 
from Colorado was asked whether it 
was prudent to shut the government 
down over the issue of illegal immigra-
tion. He insisted it was not. 

Last month, my friend, the senior 
Senator from West Virginia, had this 
to say: ‘‘I’m not going to make 300 mil-
lion people suffer because I can’t get 
the process working the way it 
should.’’ 

The junior Senator from Virginia put 
it even more clearly. This is what he 
had to say: ‘‘I will exercise every bit of 
leverage I can . . . but if there is a vote 
that would lead to a shutdown, that is 
where I draw the line.’’ 

Not more than 2 days ago, the senior 
Senator from Missouri said she wasn’t 
‘‘interested in drawing a line in the 
sand’’ because ‘‘that’s how negotia-
tions get blown up.’’ 

Well, I hope their votes this evening 
reflect those recent statements. 

Some of my colleagues say they are 
reluctant to support this measure not 
because of illegal immigration but sim-
ply because they are tired of con-
tinuing resolutions. They point out 
that this is a suboptimal way to fund 
our government, especially our 
warfighters. 

That is precisely why Republicans 
worked hard all last month and all this 
month—all last month and all this 
month—to try to negotiate a long-term 
spending caps agreement that would 
bring stability back to government 
funding, but the Democratic leadership 
made it clear they would not be serious 
about these spending talks until this 
unrelated immigration issue was 
solved. 
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